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1. INTRODUCTION: 
 

 Karur Taluk, which was once a part of Coimbatore 

district, was merged with Tiruchirappalli district during 1910. 

Karur District came into existence by the bifurcation of Trichy 

District as per G.O.(Ms)No.683 Revenue(RA1(1)) Department 

dated:25.07.1996. It is bounded on the North by Namakkal, 

South by Dindigal, and East by Tiruchirappalli and West by 

Erode districts. 

It occupies a very significant place in the history and 

culture of the Tamils, with are cord of achievements spanning 

over a period of 2000 years. The people of this region came into 

very close contact with ancient Romans and had regular 

commerce with them, which enriched the life style of the people 

of this region, and also enabled them to imbibe certain 

interesting features from the foreign trade partners. The strategic 

location of Karur has been one of the reasons for its ready-rise 

through the centuries. The district is potential in its economical 

status due to its flourishing industrial activity. It brings about 

nearly 6900 Crore of foreign Money and about a marketing 

gravity of Rs.9000 Crore in the inter District and States per 

annum. 
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2. DISTRICT PROFILE: 
 

Karur District was created as per G.O.Ms.No.683, 

Revenue Department, dated 25th July 1996. It consists of Seven 

Taluks, Viz., Karur, Aravakurichi, Manmangalam, Kadavur, 

Pugalur, Kulithalai and Krishnarayapuram. The District spreads 

over an area of 2895 Sq.Km Stretching between 10°45’ and 

11°45’ of North Latitude and 77°45’ and 78°07’ of East 

Longitude and with an altitude of 78 Metres above mean sea 

level with a population of 10, 64,493 as per 2011 census. Karur 

District is bounded by Tiruchirappalli District on the East, 

Namakkal District on the North, Dindigul District on the South 

and Erode District on the West. It is an Inland District without 

any Coastal line. 
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2.1. ADMINISTRATIVE PROFILE: 

For Administrative Purpose, the district has been 

divided into 2 Revenue Divisions, 7 Taluks, 20 Revenue Firkas. 

For Local arrangement the district has been divided into 1 

Municipal Corporation, 3 Municipalities, 8 Town Panchayats, 203 

Village Panchayats and 8 Panchayat Unions. 

 

REVENUE 
DIVISIONS TALUKS NO OF REVENUE 

VILLAGES 

KARUR 

KARUR, 
MANMANGALAM, 

PUGALUR, 
ARAVAKURICHI 

22, 
21, 
27, 
40 

KULITHALAI 
KRISHNARAYAPURAM, 

KULITHALAI, 
KADAVUR. 

25, 
45, 
23. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION KARUR 

MUNICIPALITY 
ARAVAKURICHI,  

PUGALUR, 
KULITHALAI. 

 

PANCHAYAT UNION 

KARUR, 
THANTHONI, 

K.PARAMATHY, 
ARAVAKURICHI, 

KRISHNARAYAPURAM, 
KULITHALAI, 

THOGAMALAI, 
KADAVUR. 
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TOWN PANCHAYAT 

ARAVAKURICHI, 
KRISHNARAYAPURAM

, MARUDUR,  
NANGAVARAM,  

P.J CHOLAPURAM,  
PULIYUR,  

PUNJAI 
THOTTAKURICHI, 

UPPIDAMANGALAM. 

  
 

2.2. DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE: 
 

The total population of this district 10,64,493 

comprising 5,28,184 Male and 5,36,309 women as per 2011 

census. The urban population is 4,34,517 constituting 44 % of 

the total Population, the remaining 56 % ie., 6,29,976 is rural 

population. The density of the population is 367 per sq.km. 

Average literacy rate of Karur in 2011 were 75.60 compared to 

68.08 of 2001.  

If things are looked out at gender wise, male and female 

literacy were 84.54 and 66.86 respectively. For 2001 census, 

same figures stood at 79.63 and 56.76 in Karur District.  

Total literate in Karur District were 727,044 of 

which male and female were 401,726 and 325,318 

respectively. In 2001, Karur District had 566,728 in its district. 

With regards to Sex Ratio in Karur, it stood at 1015 per 1000 

male compared to 2001 census figure of 1010. The average 



7  

national sex ratio in India is 940 as per latest reports of Census 

2011 Directorate. In 2011 census, child sex ratio is 939 girls 

per 1000 boys. 

 

2.3. CLIMATE AND RAINFALL: 
The prevailing climate in Karur is known as a local 

steppe climate the average temperature in Karur is 28.7 °C. 

The average annual rainfall is 590–600 mm. The driest month 

is March. There is 8mm of precipitation in March. Most 

precipitation falls in October, with an average of 166 mm. The 

precipitation varies 158 mm between the driest month and the 

wettest month. The average temperatures vary during the year 

by 5.9°C.With an average of 31.5 °C, May is the warmest 

month. In December, the average temperature is 25.6°C. 

The district receives the rain under the influence of 

both southwest and North east monsoon. The Northeast 

monsoon chiefly contributes to the rainfall in the district. Most 

of the precipitation occurs in the form of cyclonic storms 

caused due to the depressions in Bay of Bengal. The 

Southwest monsoon rainfall is highly erratic and summer rains 

are negligible. The average annual rainfall over the district 

varies from about 620 mm to745 mm. (Average Rainfall is 

652.2 mm). 
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2.4. TOURISM: 
 
� ARULMIGU KALYANA  PASUPATHESWARAR 

TEMPLE: 
 

Karur town is a well known industrial centre and was a 
capital of early Chera Kings of Sangam age as said before. 
Pasupatheeswarar Temple is the land mark of the Karur City. 
Group of sculptures representing Pasupatheeswarar Lingam, 
milk oozing cow and a Rangamatha are adding more 
attraction to the temple. 

 

� ARULMIGU KALYANA VENKATARAMANA 
SWAMY TEMPLE, THANTHONIMALAI : 

  

This is located 5 km away from Karur and have a 
temple dedicated to Lord Kalyana Venkataramana samy as a 
raised portion of a hill rock. This temple is also known as 
Then Thirupathi (South Thirupathi). 
 

 

� AYYERMALAI : 
 

Ayyermalai is situated 8 km from Kulithalai in Karur 
District. There is a temple dedicated to Arulmigu 
Rathinagreeswarar . Every year Bramotchavam Festival of 
15 days Chithirai Festival, Thaipoosam Festival, Karthigai 
Festival, Panguni Uthiram Festival and Teppam Festival are 
celebrated here in grand manner. 
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� PONNANIAR DAM: 
 

A picnic spot located near Pooncholai village of 
Kadavoor hill region in Karur district is known as Ponnaniar 
Dam. A dam has been constructed at the foot of the 
Semmalai. This Dam has provided irrigation facilities to the 
surrounding fertile soil. The public works department 
preserves the dam site. 

 

� THIRUMUKKOODALUR : 
 

Arulmigu Agatheeswarar temple is situated and being 
here under the control of HR&CE department. The river 
Cauvery, Amaravathi and Manimuthharu are confluence in 
this place. Thus, the place is named after Thirumukoodal. 
This temple was built by Rajendra Chola-I of Chola Dynasty. 
People believed that Agathiya Munivar worshipped the Lord 
Shiva in this temple. 
 

� MAYANUR BARRAGE: 
 

This is a picnic spot of Karur. Mayanur Barrage is one 
of the famous tourist attractions in Karur District. It is 23 
Km from Karur District and 21 Km from Kulithalai which is 
situated in the bank of the River Cauvery. Amma Park also 
developed here by Government of Tamil Nadu. 
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2.5.BANKS: 

 

SI.NO 
COMMERCIAL 

BANKS 

NO OF 

BRANCHES 

1 
PUBLIC 

SECTOR BANKS 
84 

2 

PRIVATE 

SECTIOR 

BANKS 

61 

3 
REGIONAL 

RURAL BANKS 
11 

4 
COOPERATIVE 

BANKS 
16 

5 

SMALL 

FINANCING 

BANK 

7 

6 
PAYMENT 

BANK 
1 

7 TIIC 1 

 
 

 



 

2.6. INFRASTRUCTURE:
� ELECTRICITY:

In Karur District the power consumption for the 

Industry had 61.43% as against the National average of 

36.7%.For agriculture

average of 21 percent. The commercial consumption had 

percent while the National average had 15.2 percent. In terms of 

analysis of taluk wise co

purposes like agriculture, industry institution, trade and 

commerce and public, it is evident that all Categories of 

consumption had at high levels in 

industry Karur stands first.
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INFRASTRUCTURE: 
ELECTRICITY: 

In Karur District the power consumption for the 

1.43% as against the National average of 

agriculture, it had 33.45 percent against the national 

average of 21 percent. The commercial consumption had 

percent while the National average had 15.2 percent. In terms of 

analysis of taluk wise consumption of energy for various 

purposes like agriculture, industry institution, trade and 

commerce and public, it is evident that all Categories of 

consumption had at high levels in Karur taluk among the 

stands first. 

 

In Karur District the power consumption for the 

1.43% as against the National average of 

3.45 percent against the national 

average of 21 percent. The commercial consumption had 21.28 

percent while the National average had 15.2 percent. In terms of 

nsumption of energy for various 

purposes like agriculture, industry institution, trade and 

commerce and public, it is evident that all Categories of 

taluk among the 
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� ROAD AND RAIL: 

Karur is connected with the rest of India through all 
modern means of transportation. There are two national 
highways: NH-44 (North South Corridor Road (Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari)) Srinagar – Kanyakumari and NH-
67 (Nagapattinam –Trichy – Karur – Coimbatore – Gudalur), 
which connect with other major towns such as Erode,  Chennai, 
Tiruppur,  Pollachi,  Hosur, Tuticorin,  Dindigul,  Theni,  
Oddanchatram, Dharapuram, Palani, Tanjore, Karaikudi, Kumba
-konam, Kochi and Pondicherry. Karur is well connected 
with Bengaluru in all means of transport, it is just 290 km from 
Bengaluru. 

� TRAIN: 
Karur Junction railway station (Station Code – KRR) 

is an important railway junction in the state, connected to 
the Indian Railways network. Apart from this, there are 17 other 
stations which lie across Erode-Tiruchirapalli line and Salem-
Karur-Dindigul line connecting all other parts of the country. 
More than 45 Express and Passenger trains fly through Karur 
daily. 

� AIRPORT: 
The nearest airports are Tiruchirappalli 

Airport (85 km), Salem Airport (115 km), Coimbatore 
Airport (130 km) and Madurai Airport (135 km). 

� SEA PORT: 
The nearest major sea ports are Thoothukudi 

(280km), Chennai (372 km) and Cochin (344 km). 
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3. AGRICULTURE PROFILE: 

Agriculture plays a crucial role in the life of an 
economy. It is the backbone of our economic system. 
Agriculture not only provides food and raw material but also 
employment opportunities to a very large proportion of 
population. Out of 38 districts, Karur occupies 25th place in 
terms of agriculture production. 

 

MAJOR CROPS: 
 

The principal crops of the district are paddy, Jowar, 
Cumbu, Groundnut, Gingelly, Sugarcane, Redgram and banana. 
The major paddy area is in Kulithalai and Krishnarayapuram 
taluks. Pulses are grown in rice fallow areas. In uplands millets 
like sorghum, pearl millet pulses such as red gram, horse gram 
oil seeds such as groundnut, gingelly and sunflower are grown 
both under irrigated and rainfed conditions. 

 

HORTICULTURE: 
 

In Karur District the major Horticulture crops 
grown are Banana, Moringa, Tapioca, Tomato, Brinjal, Gloriosa, 
Bhendi, Onion, Turmeric, Chillies, etc., In total about 16000 ha 
of area covered by various Horticulture crops in this district. 
Doubling production and tripling income of farmers is the prime 
policy of Tamil Nadu. Encouraging cultivation of traditional 
cultivars in horticultural crops, adopting Hi-Tech Horticulture 
technologies, promoting horticulture as a profitable and viable 
sector by leveraging technologies, encouraging farm 
mechanization and improved Post Harvest Management etc., 
paves the way for achieving the policy. 
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4. TOPOGRAPHY PROFILE: 

 

The Karur district in Tamil Nadu, India is rich in 
mineral deposits, including: 

 
• Granite: Found in Thogamalai, K. Pitchampatty, and other 

areas of the district. 

• Limestone: Known as the “Palayam belt” in Varavanai, 

Thennilai, and Gudalur villages in Kulithalai Taluk 

• Quartz and Feldspar: Found in lensoid patches in 

Nagampalli and Pungambadi areas in Aravakurichi Taluk 

• Charnockite and Granite Gneiss: Found in K. Paramathi, 

Athur, Thennilai, Punnam, Kuppam, Munnur, 

Karudayampalayam and Anjur villages 

• Red gravel, brick clay, filling earth, and 

Kankar: Common use minor minerals found in the district 

• Amethyst, Aquamarine, Ruby, and Sapphire: Also found 

in the district 

 

The minerals in Karur are used in mineral-based 

industries, such as building materials and road metal. Quartz 

is used in electronics and optical industries, while feldspar is 

used in ceramic industries. 
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5. INDUSTRIAL PROFILE: 

The Textile and other industrial units are 

performing major economic activities in the district. Karur 

district has got enormous potential for industrial 

development. The Small-scale Industries Development 

Corporation of Tamilnadu has established an Industrial 

estate in the Town, where many Mosquito net producing 

units have located. As many as 26000 registered industrial 

units are functioning in Karur District as of 2024, majority 

of which are textile, Mosquito net and engineering units. 

Recently Bus body building activity has occupied 

predominant position in the Industrial Sector. Nearly 60 

Bus Body Building units are functioning in and around the 

town, which provides employment to nearly 3000 workers. 

DEFINITION OF MSME: 
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Karur District is majorly contributing to 
Manufacturing and Exports in Home Textiles as well as 
Mosquito Net export, Bus body Building and Paper 
Products. Karur District is bringing Rs. 6900 crores of 
Foreign Exchange through Export of Home Textiles and 
Mosquito Net. In entire country, Karur is a Predominant 
place for Bus body building. 

 

NO. OF MSME’S REGISTERED UNDER UDYAM: 

In Karur District there are 26,188 MSMEs 
registered in UDYAM and offers 7,12,280 employment 
to the District people.  

 

MAJOR LINE OF ACTIVITIES: 
 

The major industrial activities are as follows 
 

� Home Textile manufacturing – 2972 MSMEs offers 
102622 employment opportunities 
� Mosquito net manufacturing - 306 MSMEs offers 33000 
employment opportunities 
� Bus body building - 60 MSMEs offers 3,000 employment 
opportunities 
� Agro Based - 185 MSMEs offers 4,300 employment 
opportunities 
� Paper Products -45 MSMEs offers 7,000 employment 
opportunities 
� Non Metallic Products -423 MSMEs offers 12518 
employment opportunities 
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� Sugar and Jaggery-20 MSMEs offers 600 employment 
opportunities 
� Gem Cutting -3000 MSMEs offers 10,000 employment 
opportunities 

� Korai Mat Weaving -20 MSMEs offers 200 employment 
opportunities. 

 
BLOCKS MAJOR TYPES OF INDUSTRIES EXISTING 

KARUR 

HOME TEXTILES, READYMADE GARMENTS, SPINNING 

MILLS, BUS BODY BUILDING, DYEING, RICE MILLS, MILK 

CHILLING, COIR FIBRE 

THANTHONI 
HOME TEXTILES, MOSQUITO NET, BUS BODY BUILDING, 

RICE MILLS, COIR FIBRE 

K.PARAMATHY  

RCC PIPES, CEMENT PRODUCTS, BLUE METAL JELLY, 

MINING INDUSTRIES, HANDLOOM WEAVING, M- SAND 

PRODUCTS, COIR FIBRE 

ARAVAKURICHI  
BLUE METAL JELLY, MINING INDUSTRIES & MORINGA 

PRODUCTS, POWERLOOM WEAVING, 

KRISHNARAYAP

URAM 

RICE MILLS, MILK CHILLING, GEM CUTTING, MOSQUITO 

NET, 

KULITHALAI 
RICE MILLS, KORAI MAT WEAVING & GEM CUTTING, 

HANDLOOM WEAVING 

KADAVUR MINING INDUSTRIES & GEM CUTTING 

THOGAMALAI GRANITE CUTTING, HANDLOOM WEAVING, 

 

The District provides ideal location for the MSME 
units. All the infrastructure facilities like excellent road and 
rail facilities telecommunication links, power and 
marketability of products are all easily available and are 
within the reach of common entrepreneurs of this district. 

 



18  

 

LARGE SCALE INDUSTRIES: 

In Karur District there are 12 major industries offering 
15,000 employment opportunities to the district people. 
 
� M/S TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINTS AND PAPER LTD.,- WHITE   
                                                                                                  PAPER & CEMENT 
� M/S CHETTINAD CEMENTS LTD., -  CEMENT 

� M/S E.I.D PARRY (INDIA) LTD., – SUGAR 

� M/S ASIAN  FABRICX  PVT LTD., –HOME TEXTILES 

� M/S ATLAS EXPORT ENTERPRISES -HOME TEXTILES 

� M/S JVS EXPORT – HOME TEXTILES 

� M/S SHOBIKAA IMPEX PVT LTD.,-  MOSQUITO NET 

� M/S V.K.A POLYMERS PVT LTD., - MOSQUITO NET 

� M/S KARUR COTTON MILLS (P) LTD., – YARN 

� M/S L.G. BALAKRISHNAN & BROS LTD.,-  AUTOMOBILE  

                                                                                    COMPONENTS 
 

SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATES AND DETAILS: 

SL.
NO. 

NAME OF THE 
INDUSTRIAL 

ESTATE/YEAR OF 
FORMATION / 

ACRES / 
CONSTITUENCY 

DEVELOPED 
INDUSTRIAL 

PLOTS/SHEDS 

ALLOTTED 
DEVELOPED 
INDUSTRIAL 

PLOTS / 
SHEDS 

VACANT 
ALLOTTED 
DEVELOPE

D 
INDUSTRIA
L PLOTS / 

SHEDS 

1 
KARUR (ATHUR) 

(1992 / 36.292 ACRES) 
99 / 0 99 / 0 0 / 0 

2 
S.VELLALAPATTI 

(GOVT.) 
(1959 / 26.63 ACRES) 

26 / 16 26 / 16 0 / 0 

3 
PUNJAI KALAKURICHI 
(2017 / 52.076 ACRES) 

100 / 0 20 / 0 80 / 0 
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INDUSTRIAL ESTATE TYPE OF INDUSTRIES 
 

SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

S.VELLALAPATTI  

Mosquito Net, Welding rodes, Barbed wire,  

SIDCO INDUSTRIAL 

ESTATE, ATHUR 

 Home Textiles,Mosquito Net, Wooden and 

lamination Doors, Bus Body Building, 

SIDCO INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, 

PUNJAIKALAKURICHI. 

Home Textiles 

 
There are approximately 6700 male and 3300 female totally 
10000 employees are working in the above industries. 

 
KARUR TEXTILE PARK LIMITED: 

Karur Textiles Park Limited was developed under the 
Scheme for Integrated Textile Park (SITP) by the Department of 
Textiles, Government of India and started on 26.02.2011.  

Total Area  : 110 Acres 
Investment  : Building  : 142.10 Crores 
    : Machinery  : 100.00 Crores 

    : Other expenses :     2.90 Crores 
       _________________ 
     Total  : 245.00 Crores 
Activities: 

 1. Home Textiles 
    2. Readymade Garments 
    

Industries: 35 Industries  
   1 Acre – 22 Nos 

   2 Acres – 7 Nos 
   3 Acres – 6 Nos 

Employment: 10500 employees 
Export Turn over 

Sales Turnover: 450 Crores 
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INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER: 

 

PRODUCT LOCATION 
NO OF 

UNITS 

ANNUAL 

TURNOVER 

CEMENT PIPES CHINNADHARAPURAM 423 12 CRORES 

HOME TEXTILES KARUR 2972 9000 CRORES 

BUS BODY 

BUILDING 
THANTHONI 60 18 CRORES 

MOSQUITO 

NET 

 

THANTHONI & KARUR 302 1000 CRORES 
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UPCOMING CLUSTERS: 
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NOTABLE INDUSTRIES 
HOME TEXTILES: 

 

Karur in Tamil Nadu state has become identical 

with handloom and power loom "made-ups" products. 

Made-ups are more essential to all the human beings living 

in the world. On the international textile map, Karur has 

become synonymous with handloom “made- ups” first as 

Tirupur in the hosiery product. The weaving industry came 

to Karur from Kerala and has earned a reputation for its 

high-quality handloom products today. 
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Today Karur has thousands of exporters and also their 

products are being exported to the International leading 

chain stores. Due to this healthy atmosphere India is 

enormously gaining its foreign exchange in recent period. 

The district itself has a very gorgeous and varied cultural 

legacy. Karur madeups are very famous in international 

level. 

BUS BODY INDUSTRIES: 
 

The bus body industry in the city of Karur in 

Tamil Nadu is one of the largest of its kind in South India. 

There are over 60 bus body builders of different scales,  
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sizes and capacities in and out of the city that cater to the 

bus body building requirements of stage carriage, staff 

transportation and educational institute applications of the 

many players, there are some who have made contract 

carriage bodies, while only a handful have taken up the 

challenge of competing on the export front. 

 
 
MOSQUITO NET INDUSTRIES: 

 

High Density Polyethylene (HDPE)- monofilament 

yarn(Mosquito net) producing units are located in Karur, 

Thanthoni and Krishnarayapuram Taluk. Karur District is a 

major suppliers of mosquito nets in the country and even for 

African and European Countries. 

 
 

 

 



25  

6. POTENTIAL PRODUCTS FOR EXPORT: 
 

 6.1. HOME TEXTILE PRODUCTS: 

Export of home textile products from Karur began 

on a modest scale with just 15 exporters in 1975 and today 

Karur has 600s of exporters. Some of the handloom 

madeups exported from Karur are Bedspreads, Towels, 

Floor rugs, Tea towels, Napkins, Aprons, Kitchen towels, 

Pot holders Plate mats, Bathmats, Tea mats,Curtains, Pillow, 

Quill covers, Shower curtains etc., The products are 

exported to Europe, U.S.A., Japan, Canada, Australia, 

Singapore, South Korea, South Africa and the Scandinavian 

countries among others. The handloom industry in Karur 

generates nearly an annual turnover of Rs.9000 Crores with 

Rs.6900 Crores of direct and indirect exports of textile 

goods. The development of export as a major trade has led to 

the enormous growth of other allied industries like 

handloom and power loom weaving units, dyeing and 

bleaching units, tailoring, packaging units etc. The 

handloom and its allied industries provide direct and indirect 

employment to over a lakh of persons. 
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PRESENT STATUS OF HOME TEXTILES: 

The Karur Textile Industry basically right from 100 

years has been engaged in the production of Table cloth and Bed 

spreads. These two items have been produced and supplied to the 

local market initially. Thereafter curtain material, cushion 

covers, table linens, kitchen linens and living rooms and 

fashionable home textile products has been developed and this 

has become the export product from Karur Home Textile 

Industry. 

In Karur, about 2972 Handloom and Textile 

manufacturing units are there out of which 600 units are engaged 

in export of fabrics. Roughly there were above 1000 plus 

stitching units and a few textile processing units are also 

functioning in Karur. At present, the processing industry and 

textile manufacturing industry/export industry has more 

compliances to adhere the international standards including ISO, 

SA-8000 are being followed by Karur Home Textile Industry. 

Karur has a niche in 6 major product groups. 

1. Bed linens 
2. Kitchen Linens 
3. Bath Linens 
4. Table Linens 
5. Floor coverings 
6. Drapes 
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The Home Textile industries from Karur at 

present has marked around Rs.9000 Crores through Direct 

and Indirect Exports. Export of Home Textiles contributes 

to Rs.6900 Crores. 

The Home Textile Industry and allied industries 

like Spinning mills, Dyeing units, Garments units, 

Packaging and Printing units employ around 1,00,000 

people in and around Karur, mostly the women workforce 

from the rural background. 

Due to increasing of demand to Home Textile 

products, the product range is changed to fashion trends. 

Some of the popular Handloom made up products exported 

from Karur are Bed spreads, towels, floor rugs, tea towels, 

napkins, Aprons, kitchen towels, pot holders, place mats, 

bath mats, curtains, tea mats, pillow cases, cushion covers 

and shower curtains etc., 

6.2. MOSQUITO NET: 
 

The Mosquito Net Manufacturing units on the 

whole are unique in its kind as more than 80% of India’s 

production is from Karur district. These are widely used in 

mosquito nets in homes and fruit cultivating areas 

throughout South Asia. About 80% of mosquito nets in 

India are manufactured in Karur. About 306 units are 

engaged in making and employ about 33300 people 
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� The Domestic potential turnover alone will vary between 

300 Crore all over India. 

� The Raw Material that used for the entire production of the 

HDPE Mosquito net is procured from Made In India 

product. No imported item either in Chemical, Raw 

Material Granule is involved. The entire materials 

involved in the manufacturing process is sourced from the 

Made In India only 

� The product is produced and sold with in India majorly 

for the Bed Mosquito Net Purpose. But the industry’s net 

hold vast potential in the field of Agriculture where the 

usage of it clearly saves the following for the Farmers. 

� They are mainly Water, Destroying of crops by insects, 

Protection from Overheating, Damages due to rain, Very 

Less use of chemicals, Storage purpose. 

 

6.3.GEM STONES: 
The Karur District produces some very good 

amethyst, feldspar, moonstones, aquamarines, sapphires, 

jasper and beryl. There are good quality of hard rocks which 

are particularly available at Kulithalai and Aravakurichi 

Taluks. But the rocks available at Thogamalai, Naganur, 

Kalugur and Porunthalur of Kulithalai Taluk are of export 

worthy. 
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6.4.MORINGA PRODUCTS: 
 

Moringa (Moringa oleifera) is an important food 

commodity which has had enormous attention as the ‘natural 

nutrition of the tropics. The leaves, fruit, flowers and 

immature pods of this tree are used as a highly nutritive 

vegetable in many countries particularly in India, Pakistan, 

Philippines, Hawaii and many parts of Africa. Globally, the 

demand for Moringa products, such as Moringa Leaf Powder 

and Moringa Oil, has been growing now. International 

organizations and institutions are exploring the best ways on 

how to use Moringa as a nutritional supplement and in food 

fortification. Its usage has been well received among the 

global consumers for its nutritional, medicinal and culinary 

uses 

India is the prime producer of Moringa 

(Drumstick) with an annual production of 2.2 million tonnes 

of tender fruits leading to the productivity of around 50 

tonnes per ha. Tamil Nadu is one of the largest producers of 

Moringa with an annual production of 9 lakh tonnes of 

tender fruits from an area of 18,400 ha along with Karnataka    

and  AndraPradesh being two other states with moringa area 

above 10000 ha now. 
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In southern India, Moringa’s pods (drumsticks) are 

widely used as vegetable in Saambars and its leaves are used 

as greens. The major utility is in the form of edible pods 

followed by leaves.  Its usage as a common vegetable has 

also picked up in central and northern India comprising 

Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Chatishgargh during the 

last decade. 

Globally, India has been the major supplier of 

Moringa products contributing to 80 % of Moringa export, 

but African and American countries are now developing 

their own production wherever possible given its nutritional 

significance. 

 
GLOBAL MARKET POTENTIAL 

Moringa oleifera finds home in almost every 

corner of the world. In the U.S, Europe, U.K, Germany, and 

other Asian Pacific countries the market value of Moringa 

products is valued at roughly 27,000 crores up to 2030 and it 

may tend to increase even more.  The current size of 

Moringa global market is more than $4 billion. The market 

value is expected to cross $7 post 2030 onwards. Moringa is 

identified as an ultra-super food globally. Lot of African 

companies have started to penetrate the Moringa market. But 

still India is the highest exporter of Moringa products to the 
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other nations. Moringa Leaf Powder and Moringa Oil are the 

most demanded products and exported in wider ratio when 

comparing to other Moringa products. 

Moringa seed oil has requirements in cosmetic 

industry and fine machineries as lubricant. The seed cake is 

used in water purification systems. 

Considering the growing global market for moringa, 

Tamil Nadu Government has already declared Moringa 

Export Zone covering 7 districts including Karur district. 

Karur as a key centre for Production and processing of Moringa 

� Karur district has a total cultivated area of 3076 ha now 

under moringa in which Aravakurichi block alone records 

1987 ha followed by K. Paramathy(582 ha) and Kadavur 

blocks (223 ha) as two other major blocks. More than 98 

% of these farmlands produce fresh pods as their main 

produce for local as well as export markets. There are 

only a few farms meant exclusively for leaves and seed 

production 

� The average productivity is around 43 t/ha for fresh pods 

with an annual production of about 132270 t of fresh pods 

in the district. In case of fresh leaves the productivity is 

around 50 t/ha/year. 
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� Aravakurichinettai and Karumbu moringa are the two 

major pod varieties grown here with only a smaller area 

under PKM 1 (in Thogamalai block). The indigenous 

variety ‘Mulanur short’ is also maintained in some farms 

for its suitability to high quality oil extraction from its 

seeds. 

� There are organized and unorganized markets present for 

Fresh pods which are purchased through local traders and 

transported across the country regularly. 

� Seeds are the second most dominant produce next to fresh 

pods here. About 300 tones of dried seeds are processed 

and sold annually. Japan, China and South Korea are the 

regular buyers for seeds grown from this region. Well 

drained soil and drier climatic conditions prevailing here 

along with the adopted moringa varieties contribute to a 

preferred quality for buyers from these countries. 

� There is a primary processing center exclusively for 

moringa leaves coming up in Aravakurichi block 

(Kodaiyur) under TANSAMB. 
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6.5. COIR PRODUCTS: 

COIR, popularly known as the ‘Golden Fibre’, is a natural 

fibre extracted from fibrous husk of the coconut shell and is 

used to make a wide range of products such as ropes, mats, 

mattresses, baskets, brushes, brooms etc. Coir Industry is 

agriculture based rural industry providing employment to over 

7 lakhs workers in the major coconut producing states of the 

country. Most of the coir units in the country are located in 

rural areas and the workers belong to economically and socially 

weaker sections of the Society. It is estimated that 80% of the 

workforce in this sector are women and hence the industry 

contributes significantly to women empowerment. 

Coir’s global production is about 350,000 tones. India 

and Sri Lanka being the major producers of coir, account 

for 90% of the world production. Coir industry in India 

is an important cottage industry contributing 

significantly to the economy of the major coconut 

growing States and Union Territories, i.e., Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Karnataka, 

Maharashtra, Assam, Goa, Andaman & Nicobar, 

Lakshadweep and Pondicherry. 

Coir and coir products are now exported to 110 

countries all over the world. The value of export of coir and 
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coir products has increased to Rs.2757.90 crores in 2019- 

20 as compared to Rs.1901.42 crores in 2015-16. 

 

Coir Potential in Karur District 

Karur District is predominantly agriculture in 

nature and due to the variety of agricultural products 

available, there is a vast potential for development of 

agriculture based and allied industries in this district. Coir 

is one of the agriculture-based industries gaining 

prominence in the district. The total geographical area of 

the district is 2895.57 Square Kilometers. Accounting for 

2.23% of the area of the State. The total area of cultivation 

is 47,462 hectares, mainly food and commercial crops. 

The area of land utilization in the district for agriculture 

purpose is 39.56%, among all crops, coconut as a 

commercial crop has recorded a very high degree of 

performance in both area under cultivation and production 

of nuts in Karur district. 

The total coconut cultivation area of Karur district 

in 2016-17 is 6,640 hectares, coconut production is 612 

lakh nuts and the productivity is 9,217 nuts per hectare. 

The details of area of cultivation, production and 

productivity of Coconuts in Karur district is given below 

(Data source: Coconut Development Board): 
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Year Area 

(Ha) 

Production 

(LakhNuts) 

Productivity 

(Nuts/Ha) 

2011 – 2012 6155.00 543.00 8822.00 

2012 – 2013 6312.00 286.00 4531.00 

2013 – 2014 6641.00 291.00 4382.00 

2014 – 2015 6557.00 407.00 6207.00 

2015 – 2016 6564.00 718.00 10938.00 

2016 - 2017 6640.00 612.00 9217.00 

Average 

(2011-17) 
6478.17 476.17 7350.00 

 
Coir Fibre Extraction and Yarn Spinning are 

major activities undertaken in the district. The major 

units are situated at 5 blocks in Karur District namely 

Karur, K.Paramathi, Aravakurichi, Thanthonimalai & 

Krishnarayapuram. 

The existing numbers of Coir units in the area 

above mentioned are as given below: 

S. 
No 

Activity No. of Units 

1 Coir Fibre 25 
2 Coir Two Ply Yarn 9 
3 Coir Pith Products 25 
4 Coir Geo Textiles 1 

 
 



 

7. SWOTAnalysis
 

 

STRENGTHS: 
 

1. Home Textile Industry in Karur is well known Home T

Cluster for many decades

2. The Karur Textile cluster has a strong customer base in 

India and Overseas.

3. Huge amount of Textile manufacturing/ production 

knowledge Entrepreneurship qualitie

abundantly available.

4. The Karur Textile Industry has been surrounded by 

Districts like Erode (Processing), Salem (Weavings), 

Namakkal (Spinning and Weavings), 

and fabric manufacturing

weaving) which is a

5. Karur has got a good number of unskilled/semi skilled 

work force as available for the tailoring purpose.
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Analysis 

Industry in Karur is well known Home T

Cluster for many decades 

2. The Karur Textile cluster has a strong customer base in 

India and Overseas. 

3. Huge amount of Textile manufacturing/ production 

Entrepreneurship qualities are naturally or 

abundantly available. 

4. The Karur Textile Industry has been surrounded by 

Districts like Erode (Processing), Salem (Weavings), 

Namakkal (Spinning and Weavings),  Dindigul (Spinning 

and fabric manufacturing) and Coimbatore (Spinning and 

weaving) which is a strong sourcing advantage facility.

5. Karur has got a good number of unskilled/semi skilled 

work force as available for the tailoring purpose.

Industry in Karur is well known Home Textile 

2. The Karur Textile cluster has a strong customer base in 

3. Huge amount of Textile manufacturing/ production 

are naturally or 

4. The Karur Textile Industry has been surrounded by 

Districts like Erode (Processing), Salem (Weavings), 

Dindigul (Spinning 

Coimbatore (Spinning and 

strong sourcing advantage facility. 

5. Karur has got a good number of unskilled/semi skilled 

work force as available for the tailoring purpose. 



37  

6. Mosquito net manufacturing Industry holds a potential to 

manufacture its manufacturing machines by themselves. 

Every Single Manufacturer holds the entire process In-

House where they have the entire manufacturing setup 

within a single premise. Raw Material to Finished products 

is all under one roof. 

7. The Same setup can be used or utilized to change the 

pattern to support any specific purpose of the Agricultural 

need in no time. 

8. Mosquito net manufacturing Industry holds the privilege 

to use and supply for both Marine and Food usage purpose 

as well, as it does not have any prohibited chemical 

involved in the manufacturing process. 

 

WEAKNESS 

• The rainfall pattern of the district is erratic. 

• Farmers as producers are unable to realize the right 
value of their produce. 

• Defragmentation of land. 

• Lack of awareness. 

• Distrust in scientific practices. 

• Less inclination towards technology adoption leads to 

under production against the optimal potential. 

• Absence of adequate marketing infrastructure. 

• Presence of middle man. 
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• Lack of collectivization effort leads to grabbing less 

marketing opportunities and earnings. 

• Ground water scarcity. 

• Middle Man Agent. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

• Karur is connected with the rest of India through hall 

modern means of transportation. The International 

highway AH-43 passes away here. 

• Community interest in Entrepreneurship. 

• The district possesses huge potential in its economic 

status due to its flourishing industrial activity. 

THREATS: 

1. The larger investments like Tiruppur and Erode 

cluster are not coming to Karur Textile cluster. 

2. Mega Integrated Textile Regional and Apparel Park 

(MITRA) are not coming to Karur like Virudhunagar and 

Dharmapuri. 

3. Conventional type of garmenters are in Karur. 

4. The availability of Research and Development are 

poor in Karur Home textiles 

5. The cost inflation in India is also affecting the 

competitiveness of the Karur Textile Industries. 

6. Within India, Karur Mosquito net manufacturing 

industry, possess a biggest decline in the consumption of their 
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net, is because of the illegal flooding of the Bangladeshi 

Mosquito Net coming from Bangladesh. Because of the same, 

their sales have down to 18-20% from their regular sales. This 

needs to be curbed and once it is done the gross turnover 

could be saved at a value of 70-80 crores. 

7. Because of no special schemes for supporting the 

manufacturing of Mosquito net process even though they 

form as a cluster, they could not able to expand the 

manufacturing setup on the demand of the market. Because 

of that the industries upscale in the turnover is affected 

drastically. 

8. Export Action Plan 
The following actions are to be taken to improve 

exports in the district 

• To educate exporters on the various schemes operated 

by DGFT to promote export 

• To provide rebate on state and central taxes and levies 

on the export of home textile products 

• To organize and conduct workshops to upskill the 

workers involved in export promotion units. 

• To address the issues identified in the export of various 

products from the district. 
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SECTORWISE: 
 

1. Simplification of approval for Textile processing 

industries. 

2. Setting up of Common ETP is must for Karur Home 

Textiles which will save money, time and Energy 

3. Permanent Expos are required for Karur textiles 

4. Research and Development centres for new products, 

designs and Technical Textiles is must. 

5. World class designing centre is required for Karur 

textiles. 

6. Road connectivity for reaching airports and Ports 

should be in six way lanes. 

7. Integrated manufacturing hub needed for Karur 

textiles. 

8. World class Textile testing labs and Trade facilitation 

centres needed. 

9. Free Trade agreements with all importing countries 

will be possible steps. 

10. National and International textile faculty conference 

to update the Global market Trends. 

11. Frequent B2B, B2C meetings to be conducted for the 

promotion of Textile Trade in Karur. 

12. Skill development centre for Karur Textile industry 

entrepreneurs required. 
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13. ESG certificate (the future of the textile industry will 

be depending on the products of environmentally pollution 

free). It should not harm to people and the planet. 

14. Need of International fair, Food and nutrition Testing 

Labs and Product display centres for Moringa products. 

15. Need of organic certification facilitation and subsidy 

for for Moringa products. 

16. Facilitation for buyer seller meet, Subsidy for foreign 

display of products, Need of Research andDevelopment 

facility are needed for for Moringa products 

17. Need Food Park for Moringa. 

18. With the support from the Government for the trade 

fair participation, Mosquito net manufacturing industries 

can promote the net products to the Export market where 

the Agricultural fairs are taking place. 

19. Grant and initial support from the Government 

organization for the participation of the trade fair will get 

the Mosquito net manufacturing industries, more Export 

Opportunity. 

20. The Protective net industry has Million Dollar 

opportunities where it can be easily tapped with the cost 

comparison from the existing suppliers of other countries 

are almost 7-8 times higher than Karur Mosquito net 

manufacturing industries. 


